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Welcome to Saron worship—in person or on Facebook Live!

Large-print copies of the bulletin are available at Saron’s entrances, and from
Saron’s website.

Prelude Kurt Elliott
Welcome/Announcements

The assembly stands.

Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, * one God, the Word made flesh, our life and our
salvation. Amen.

Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, let us confess our
sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.
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God of life, you promise good news of great joy for all people, and call us to
be messengers of your peace. We confess that too often we hoard our joy,
our resources, and our security. We nurture conflict and build barriers. We
neglect the needs of our neighbors and ignore the groaning of creation. Have
mercy on us. Where we are self-centered, open our hearts. Where we are
reluctant, give us courage. Where we are cynical, restore our trust. Renew
us with your grace and give us again the hope of eternal life in you. Amen.

Hear the good news: We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises
through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. In ¥ Jesus we are forgiven and
redeemed. Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth shall know the salvation of
God. Amen.

Gathering Carol | ELW 279: O Little Town of Bethlehem

)’ A | I

e |

3 . | ’ :

O lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem,how still we see thee lie!

For Christ 1s bormn of Mar - 'y, and, gath-ered all a - bove
How si - lent-1ly, how si-lent-ly the won -drous gift is  giv'n!
O ho - ly child of Beth-le-hem, de - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep the si - lent stars go  by;
while mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep their watch of won-d’ring love.
So God im-parts to  hu - man hearts the bless-ings of his heav’n.
cast out our sin, and en - ter in, be borm In us to - day.
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yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er - last - ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly birth,

No ear may hear his
We  hear the Christ-mas

com - ing; but,

an - gels the

in  this world of
great glad tid - ings

sin,
tell;
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The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee to - night.
and prais-es sing to  God the king, and peace to  all the earth!
where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the dear Christ en - ters 1in.
oh, come to us, a - bide with us, our Lord Im - man - u - el!

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835-1893
Music: ST. LOUIS, Lewis H. Redner, 1831-1908

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cY.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,

MO

1
by

v ¥ F ¥
b — T — *—

let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gra - cious Lord. A - men
Canticle of Praise
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s peo - ple on ecarth.
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we wor-ship you,
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give you thanks,

we praise you for your glo -ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer -cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa - ther: e - celve our prayer.
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For you a - lone are the Ho-ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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you a - lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho -ly Spir - it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa - ther A - men

Prayer of the Day

Almighty God, you wonderfully created the dignity of human nature and yet
more wonderfully restored it. In your mercy, let us share the divine life of the
one who came to share our humanity, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

The assembly is seated.



First Reading | Isaiah 61:10—62:3

197 will greatly rejoice in the LORD,
my whole being shall exult in my God;
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation,
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.
"For as the earth brings forth its shoots,
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise
to spring up before all the nations.

621For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest,
until her vindication shines out like the dawn,
and her salvation like a burning torch.
2The nations shall see your vindication,
and all the kings your glory;
and you shall be called by a new name
that the mouth of the LORD will give.
3Y ou shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm | Psalm 148
Read responsively.

"Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens;
praise God in the heights.
’Praise the LORD, all you angels;
sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
3Praise the LORD, sun and moon;
sing praise, all you shining stars.
“Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens,
and you waters above the heavens.
SLet them praise the name of the LORD,
who commanded, and they were created,
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Swho made them stand fast forever and ever,
giving them a law that shall not pass away.
"Praise the LORD from the earth,
you sea monsters and all deeps;
8fire and hail, snow and fog,
tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
“mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars;
wild beasts and all cattle,
creeping things and flying birds;
Hsovereigns of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the world;
2young men and maidens,
old and young together.
3Let them praise the name of the LORD,

whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven.
14The LORD has raised up strength for the people

and praise for all faithful servants,

the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. Hallelujah!

Second Reading | Galatians 4:4-7

“When the fullness of time had come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born
under the law, °in order to redeem those who were under the law, so that we
might receive adoption as children. *And because you are children, God has sent
the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” ’So you are no
longer a slave but a child, and if a child then also an heir, through God.

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.



The assembly stands.

Gospel Acclamation | ELW 268: From Heaven Above to Earth I
Come
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1 “From heav’n a - bove to  earth I come to bear good
2 “To you this night s born a  child of Mar - vy,
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bring to all the  world, and glad - ly sing:
birth shall be the joy of all the earth.

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: VOM HIMMEL HOCH, attr. Martin Luther; V. Schumann, Geistiiche Lieder, 1339
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

Gospel | Luke 2:22-40
The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord.

22When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses,
[Joseph and Mary] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord
2(as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be
designated as holy to the Lord”), 2*and they offered a sacrifice according to what
is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”

’Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was
righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy
Spirit rested on him. %It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he
would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. ??Guided by the
Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child
Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, ?®Simeon took him in his
arms and praised God, saying,



2%“Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
according to your word;
3%for my eyes have seen your salvation,
3lwhich you have prepared in the presence of all peoples,
323 light for revelation to the Gentiles
and for glory to your people Israel.”

33And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said about
him. 3*Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This child is
destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will
be opposed *so that the inner thoughts of many will be revealed—and a sword
will pierce your own soul too.”

3%There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.
She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven years after her
marriage, 3’then as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple
but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that moment she
came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were
looking for the redemption of Jerusalem.

3When they had finished everything required by the law of the Lord, they
returned to Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 4°The child grew and became
strong, filled with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

Children’s Sermon/Sermon | Pastor Jeanne Larsen

The assembly stands.

Hymn of the Day | WOV 642: I Wonder as I Wander

Please refer to your blue pew hymnal for the Hymn of the Day. No copyright
license available for this hymn.



Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,

the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,

God from God, Light from Light,

true God from true God,

begotten, not made,

of one Being with the Father;

through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
After each petition: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
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Peace
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. Then the assembly is
seated.

Offering

Thank you for your offerings that support the ministry of Saron Lutheran Church
(offering plate)! Your noisy offerings will support ELCA Good Gifts Family
Farms (jar). Offerings may also be given online through ““Tithe-ly” as linked on
the website.

The assembly stands.
Offering Prayer

God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered. Join our
hearts with the song of the angels, and gather us at your table of celebration.
Strengthen us to share with all the world the abundance of your grace upon
grace, poured out in Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and
praise.

It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and 1in all
places give thanks and praise . . . we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
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Ho-ly, ho - 1ly, ho - ly Lord, God of pow’r and might,
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heav-en and earth are full of your glo - ry. Ho - san - na. Ho -
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

Thanksgiving at the Table

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.

Blessed are you for your promise to your people.

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup 1s the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this in remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word
dwelling among us, full of grace and truth.
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We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us.
Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people. Fill us with your light.

Bring the gift of peace on earth.

Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

The assembly is seated until invited by the usher to come forward for Holy
Communion.

Holy Communion
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Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world; have
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You are invited to come forward during communion and receive the edible gifts
of God’s grace. Gluten-free wafers and white grape juice are available. You are
also invited to kneel or stand by the railings and cross for a time of meditation.

The assembly stands.

Blessing after Communion
May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace. Amen.

Prayer after Communion

God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table with gifts of grace, truth, and
life. As you have gathered us in joy, send us forth as messengers of your
peace. Make us shine with the good news of your glory, born to us in Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Blessing
May the Word that Mary brought to birth carry you into new and abundant life.
Amen.

May the Word that Joseph cradled in his arms enfold you with love and strength.
Amen.
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May the Word that the angels proclaimed in song bring harmony to our world.
And the blessing of Almighty God, the Father the " Son and the Holy Spirit be
upon you and remain with you always. Amen.

Sending Carol | ELW 290: Go, Tell It on the Mountain

Refrain
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Go tell it on the moun - tain, o-ver the hills and ev - ‘ry - where;
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go tell it on the moun - tain that Je - sus Christ is  born!
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1 While shep-herds kept their watch-ing  o’er  si - lent flocks by  night,

2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when, lo, a - bove the earth
3 Down in a lone - ly man - ger the hum-ble Christ was born;
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be - hold, through-out the heav-ens there shone a ho - ly light.
rang out the an - gel cho-rus that hailed our Sav-ior’s birth.
and God sent wus sal - va-tion that bless-ed Christ-mas morn.

Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.
Music: GO TELL IT, African American spiritual
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Dismissal
Christ the Savior 1s born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news.

Thanks be to God.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #46017.

Musician: Kurt Elliott | Cantor: Jackie Lanning or Lynn Larsen
Reader: Jay Brown | Sound: Patrick Tangeman

You are invited to stay for coffee, goodies, and fellowship in the fellowship
room this morning following worship!

Saron Lutheran Church — celehrating 110 9earsl

Mission Statement:
Saron Lutheran welcomes all in the name of Christ:
to know Christ’s love | to grow in Christ’s love | to go in Christ’s love



